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(54) WHrTE BALANCE CONTROLLER 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To attain highly accurate 
automatic white balance processing by detecting a 
distribution of color difference data, thereby extracting 
an achromatic color with high accuracy. 
SOLUTION: A data conversion means 3 converts RGB 
data into color difference data. An area setting means 5 
divides the color difference data into plural areas to set 
an area for achromatic color discrimination, and an 
achromatic color discrimination means 4 discriminates 
whether or not the set area is an achromatic color. A 
counter means 6 counts number of color difference data 
for each area whose color is discriminated achromatic, a 
sort means 7 sorts out the count data for each area, an 
area selection means 8 selects a prescribed number of 
areas from areas where the result of sorting gives a 
highest result, and a gain control means 9 adjusts the 
gain based on pixel data of the areas selected. 
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